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2026 SAFSF Forum

The Sustainable Agriculture and Food
Systems Funders (SAFSF) Forum is the
only gathering for diverse capital
partners working across food and
agriculture systems in the United States.
The SAFSF Forum fosters collaboration
among funders and field leaders to drive
strategic systems change.

Dates: June 22-25, 2026
Location: Savannah, Georgia

Attendance: 350+ Attendees




Who Attends?

The SAFSF Forum convenes 350 diverse capital and community partners in support of
a just and sustainable food and agriculture system. Sessions are targeted to funders
working across the capital spectrum with a focus on sector trends and funding
strategy. The conference is structured to facilitate both cross-sector learning as well
as peer connecting and networking.

Philanthropy

Impact Investment

Community Development Finance

Public Agencies

Community Leaders, Farmers, and Movement Organizations
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Location: Savannah, Georgia - Coastal Georgia

The 2026 SAFSF Forum will take place in Savannabh,
Georgia —a place where water meets land, where
Afro-Indigenous and Gullah Geechee stewardship
meets Southern agrarian futures, and where
today’s climate crisis meets both rural
disinvestment and new opportunity.

The U.S. South is a fulcrum of American food and
agriculture, shaped by the nexus of production, labor,
climate vulnerability, global logistics, and ongoing
struggles over land, equity, and corporate control.
Because these forces converge so strongly in the
region, community-led solutions from the South can
offer models for the country and the world. The
Forum will highlight Black and Indigenous agrarian
lineages that show pathways to a resilient and
equitable climate futures.




2026 Themes

The following themes will be highlighted at the 2026
Forum:

e Black Agrarianism in the South

e Food and Farmworker Justice and Immigration
in the Food System

e Climate, Health, and Food Systems

e Building Sustainable Food Markets and
Infrastructure

e Food Access and Food as Medicine

e Integrated Capital Strategies & Funding Praxis

Image of blue bottle tree for spiritual protection at the Pinpoint Heritage
Museum outside Savannah, Georgia. Photo credit: Clare Fox



2026 Forum At A Glance
Updated

‘ MONDAY - Welcome Reception

‘ TUESDAY - Plenaries, Panels, and
Learning Dinners

€ WEDNESDAY - Half day field trips,
Member Luncheon, Panels &
Closing Keynote and Party

4@ THURSDAY -Full day field trips

Keynote Speaker: Stephen Satterfield, Host of Netflix’s
High On The Hog and Founder of Whetstone Media



What Does My Sponsorship Cover?

Your sponsorship directly supports the signature elements that make the SAFSF
Forum unique, inclusive, and innovative.
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Scholarships -Cover the cost of registration and honoraria for
non-profit speakers.

Main Stage Speakers-Cover the cost of travel, accommodations
and honoraria for incredible main stage and keynote speakers.

Field Days -Sponsor transportation, food, and honoraria for sites
visits and field learning with local organizations.

Regional Sourcing and Meals - SAFSF partners with local experts
to guide hotel companies to expand regional suppliers, uplift local
cultural cuisine, and meet diverse nutritional needs, leaving new
practices in place.



Host Committee

Meet the local funders and leaders shaping the 2026 Forum to reflect local culture, context, and community impact.

Carol Blackmon Felicia Burke

Member of Catawba Nation, United Farm Workers Foundation Southern Black Farmers Southwest Georgia Project for The Sapelo Foundation

artist & agricultural steward Community-Led Fund Community Education, Inc.

) -

j- olu baiyewu Krisztian Varsa Ky Lindberg Monica Valdez Lupi Dr. Veronica Womack

City of Atlanta The Conservation Fund Georgia Health Initiative Kresge Foundation Rural Studies Institute at Georgia College



MOBILIZER — S504+

Remarks during Opening Plenary

Remarks at Member Luncheon

Recognition at Welcome Reception

Signage placement at Registration and Member Lounge

Full screen logo slide in main ballroom and Member Luncheon
(1) dedicated email and LinkedIn feature in newsletter

Logo on Forum materials (website, promos, newsletter)

Five (5) funder Forum registrations

BUILDER — f304 - S50

Verbal recognition during Opening Plenary and Welcome Reception
Signage placement in Member Lounge and Registration

LinkedIn post and newsletter shoutout with same level sponsors
Signage placement at Registration and Member Lounge

Full screen logo slide in main ballroom and Member Luncheon
Logo on Forum materials (website, promos, newsletter)

Three (3) funder Forum registrations

SUSTAINER — f75-294

Verbal recognition during Opening Plenary and Welcome Reception
Signage placement at Registration and Member Lounge

LinkedIn post and newsletter shoutout with same level sponsors
Logo on shared slide in main ballroom and Member Luncheon

Logo on Forum materials (website, promos, newsletter)

Two (2) funder Forum registrations

NETWORKER— S70#

LinkedIn post and newsletter shoutout with all sponsors
Logo on shared slide during Member Luncheon

Logo on Forum materials (website, promos, newsletter)
One (1) funder Forum registration



PARTNER — S'54

e Logoon shared slide during Member Luncheon
e LinkedIn post (1) with all sponsors
e Logoon SAFSF website and promotions

FRIEND — S2 54

e Logoon shared slide during Member Luncheon
e LinkedIn post (1) with all sponsors
® Logoon SAFSF website and Forum app




@ SAFSF

Production Cost

The SAFSF Forum is produced as a
“break-even” event.

One third of the budget comes from sponsors.
Sponsorship support is essential to ensure the
Forum remains accessible, inclusive, and
grounded in the communities and leaders
driving food systems change.

By covering a significant portion of production
costs, sponsors continue the impactful legacy
of this one-of-a-kind field building convening.




Ready to Be A Sponsor?

Email Executive Dirvector, Clare Fox
at clare@cafst.org

@ SAFSF







